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Abstract A European-Mediterranean species, Mythimna albipuncta ((Denis & Schiffermiiller]) is 
recorded from East Asia for the first time on the basis of a male specimen collected in North Korea 
with illustration of the male genitalia. 
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Introduction 


Mythimna albipuncta ([Denis & Schiffermiiller]) is distributed from North Africa through 
central and southern Europe and Turkey to Turkmenistan. In Central and South Europe it is 
a resident occurring in different biotopes up to 1,800 m and it is a frequent migrant in the 
northern part of Europe, reaching Ireland and the southern part of Sweden, mainly in 
August to September (Hacker et al., 2002). It is also recorded in Latvia and Lithuania 
Svitra et al., 2003). However it has never been recorded from the eastern part of Asia. 
Therefore this is the first record of this species from East Asia. 


Mythimna albipuncta ((Denis & Schiffermiiller]) (Figs 1-4) 


Noctua albipuncta [Denis & Schiffermiiller], 1775, Ank. Syst. Werk. Schmett. Wienergegend: 84. 

Mythimna (Hyphilare) albipuncta: Hacker et al., 2002: 190, figs 148, 312, distribution map on p. 187, pl. 12, 
figs 61-65. 

For other synonyms, see Hacker et al. (2002). 


Specimens examined. [East Asia] 1 “, Mt Pektusan, before Sam-zi-yan hotel, lake-shore, 
19. vii. 1977, No. 379, light trap, Dely & Draskovits, Genitalia Slide No. NSMT 5004 #; 
[Europe] 1 “, Nymphonburger Park, München, Bav. mer., Germany, 27. v. 1957, F. Daniel, 
Genitalia Slide No. SS-2279 #; [Africa] 1 #, Michllfen, 2,000 m, Mittlerer Atlas Ifrane S., 
Morocco, 11-12. vi. 1989, A. Hofmann. 


Distribution. North Africa, Central Europe, South Europe, North Europe, Belarus, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Turkey, Turkmenistan and North Korea. 


Remarks. Hreblay et al. (1999) included M. albipuncta in the albipuncta-group of the sub- 
genus Hyphilare. The albipuncta-group comprises M. albipuncta ([Denis & Schiffer- 
miiller]), M. ferrago (Fabricius) and M. littoralis (Curtis) all of which are European- 
Mediterranean species. M. ferrago caliginata Hreblay was described in Hreblay (1999) on 
the basis of fuscous specimens from Pakistan. The males of this subgenus usually have 
well developed black ventral tufts (coremata) on the basal abdominal segment. The exter- 
nal appearance of M. littoralis is rather dissimilar from the two other species, but, on the 
basis of the close similarity in every important detail of the genitalia, these three taxa are 
considered to be very closely related. M. albipuncta and M. ferrago are very similar exter- 
nally, but they are distinguishable by the male genitalia. In the male genitalia M. albipuncta 
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Figs 1-3. Adults of Mythimna albipuncta ([Denis & Schiffermiiller]). 1. Male from North Korea. 
2. Male from Germany. 3. Female from Morocco. 





Fig. 4. Male genitalia of Mythimna albipuncta (Denis & Schiffermiiller]), from North Korea. 


has an evenly rounded cucullus and a distally constricted harpe, while M. ferrago has no 
such cucullus and harpe. As the male genitalia of the specimen captured at Mt Pekutusan, 
North Korea had been already mounted on a slide by Mr Sugi without the vesica everted, I 
was unable to examine the detailed morphology of the vesica. The male genitalia of the 
North Korean material are identical to those of European material of M. albipuncta avail- 
able to me and those of M. albipuncta illustrated by Hreblay et al. (1999) and Hacker et al. 
(2002). 


Members of the obscura-group in the same subgenus Hyphilare involving 15 Asian species 
defined by Hreblay et al. (1999) also have similar forewing maculation to M. albipuncta 
and M. ferrago. All members of the obscura-group also have well developed black ventral 
tufts on the basal abdominal segment. There is no cornutus on the vesica in M. albipuncta, 
but distinct cornuti are present on the vesica in all members of the obscura-group. Some of 
the members of the obscura-group are endemic to the southeast Asian Islands, like M. brun- 
neicoccinea (Calora) and M. liebherri Yoshimatsu in the Philippines (Yoshimatsu, 1991) 
and M. borneana Yoshimatsu in Borneo (Yoshimatsu, 1995). 
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3 — Oy JN — HOA YE ID pe RE © Fi Mythimna albipuncta ((Denis & Schiffermiiller]) (#44, -v FF, 
AhUAHE) ORT VT RPSOMYT ORE (FRE) 


Mythimna albipuncta ({Denis & Schiffermiiller]) (43 — 0 y 7N, 77 Y HJER KV, RUZ RZAYA 
DIT CHAT SHAR IOMACHA. CHEDDAR, AVL FYTI VIY FREDI- 
Dy ANNIE DOEK TC, PRIE yS LOR OPO BALT? D. CNECKT 
YT ClLAFEORLERILE l RDO PAS Sal, EEOAE N b) CHR See 1 HERE CHO a 
AO THERE ND. FAKVOMM CHA Ck PSoAAMDH D A AP eI CRRA LDA 
2TWV4OC, BEMIILRT UTICA LOW CORK ABILEY. RTD TICBW Cid, RR 
DPRVRBSERLTRAODY LUZY. 
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